


Event Schedule
● OPTIONAL 10:00 - 10:45 AM  Mass

● 10:45 - 11:00 AM Check In

● 11:00 - 11:30 AM Introduction/ Synod Review

● 11:30 - 12:30 PM  Making the Culture of Vocations REAL

●  12:30 - 1:15 PM Group Lunch (Pizza or BYOL)

●   1:15 - 2:15 PM Called to Holiness and Freedom

●   2:20 - 3:20 PM The Vocation Conversation (Panel w/ ALL Vocations)

●   3:20 - 3:50 PM Debrief/ Reflection

●   3:50 - 4:00 PM Closing Prayer/ Parting Words
● OPTIONAL 4:00 - 5:00 PM

○ Confession; Walk around Shrine grounds; Gift Shop; Socialize with other event attendees



Introductions 

● What is your name? 

● Where are you from?

● How did you hear about the event?

● Fun Fact? Or Favorite Food? Or Hidden talent? 



Event Focus Word...

LISTEN
Listen in silence. Listen with your eyes. 

Listen for the Holy Spirit in your conversations with one another.



"Lis  n i n  ec e  y u  
he  s u l  he  h s u 
ca t a  t  ic   Go ." 

-Mot  T re





Opening Prayer
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that 

by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations, 

Through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

Hail Mary, Full of Grace, The Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death.

Amen. 



Write down your 

“why” for being here. 





Preparation for Synod 2018: Young People, The 
Faith & Vocational Discernment

● Pre-Synod Meeting 
○ Work Outline of the Pre-Synodal Meeting

○ Letter Invitation participate social networks

○ 15 # hashtags for comments

● Preparatory Document

● “Instrumentum Laboris”

● Final Document 

● "Christus vivit": Post-Synodal Exhortation to Young People and to the entire People 

of God



“To be a saint is not a privilege 
for the few, but a vocation for 

everyone.” 
-Pope Francis



1 Peter 1:13-16

Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set 
all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he 

is revealed. Like obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
desires that you formerly had in ignorance. Instead, as he who 

called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; for it is 
written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”



2 Timothy 1: 8 -9 

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of 
me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying 

on the power of God, who saved us and called us with a holy 
calling, not according to our works but according to his own 

purpose and grace.



Final Document Synod 2018
● All the different vocations come together in the one universal call to holiness. 

● God wants us to be saints and not to settle for a bland and mediocre existence. 

● Holiness finds its inexhaustible source in the Father, who through his Spirit sends us 

Jesus… who came among us to make us holy through friendship with him, who 

brings joy and peace into our lives. 

● Unfortunately the world is outraged by the abuses of some people in the Church 

rather than being invigorated by the holiness of her members:  hence the Church in 

her entirety must embrace a decisive, immediate and radical change of perspective!  

The young need saints who can form other saints.
○ **We are the “young” but we are also there to guide the “young.” 



Final Document Synod 2018
● Fundamental elements of discernment:

○ Listening and recognition of the divine initiative

○ A personal experience

○ Gradual growth in understanding

○ Patient and respectful accompaniment of the mystery as it unfold

○ A mission to the community

● Vocation involves a long journey 

● There have always been various forms of discipleship within the community of Jesus.  

Most of the disciples lived out their faith in the ordinary circumstances of daily life

● Mary, with her “yes”, made the Incarnation possible; She remains the first disciple of 

Jesus and the model of all discipleship.
○ As mother and merciful teacher she continues to accompany the Church and to implore the Spirit who 

gives life to every vocation. 



Making the Culture of 
Vocations REAL



How would you describe the culture we live 
in today?









… not exactly a culture of vocations 
or discernment… sometimes not 

even in the Church. 



So how do we change that? 





What can WE do?
● Pray, pray, pray

○ Daily prayer (make it a part of your day)

○ Adoration 

○ Saints (we’ve got a TEAM in Heaven that is 

rooting for us!)

○ Rosary

● Read Scripture and spiritual books

● Regular use of the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation and the Eucharist 

● Seek Christian communities

● Direct and indirect evangelization

● Set a virtuous example-- speak, act, 

dress, behave, etc. 



LUNCH
Pizza or BYOL



Cal  t  Ho s  AN  re





What do you wish to be free from?







Recognize freedom

Give freedom

Receive freedom 



“Human freedom is scarred by wounds from personal sin and from 

concupiscence. But when, by experiencing forgiveness and mercy, 

people become aware of the obstacles that imprison them, they 

grow in maturity and can commit themselves with greater 

transparency in definitive life choices.”



Called to Freedom
● Christ “has set us free for freedom” (Gal 5:1), leading us from the realm of the Law to 

that of the Spirit

● True freedom is intelligible and possible only in relation to truth (cf. Jn 8:31-32) and 

above all to charity (cf. 1 Cor 13:1-13; Gal 5:13)

● 50+ years ago, St. Paul VI, mission of the Son in the world = “appeal of love” 
○ We are “free to respond to it or to reject it”

● “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son” (Jn 3:16).  He loved us to the 

end and thus he ransomed our freedom.  Dying for us on the cross, he poured out the 

Spirit, and “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom” (2 Cor 3:17: a new 

freedom, a paschal freedom, which is fulfilled in the daily gift of self. 



“For those Without a Clear Vocation”
● “To be a saint.” 

● Only tragedy, end of life a saint

● Says yes and never stops saying yes

● Vision→ does his will at all times 

● Fail/ fall → Confession 
○ Don’t need to be perfect! 

● What does your “yes” to God look like? 

● So “no” to the obvious 

● Now? Virtuous Person

● Pray pray pray pray pray
○ Nothing better to do… no really 

Personal Desktop Professional Desktop

Personal Laptop Professional Laptop

? ?

? ?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuZ4-P37Uh0


What are we afraid of?
● Rejection 

● Making the wrong choice 

● Ending up alone 

● Missing out 

● Failing 

● Being a disappointment 





“What really holds us back from a wholehearted response to the 
call of Jesus, of Vatican II, of the repeated urgings of the Spirit, is 

not really the external circumstances of our lives, but the 
interior sluggishness of our hearts. We need to be clear that 

there will never be a better time or a better set of circumstances 
than now to respond wholeheartedly to the call to holiness. 

Who knows how much longer we’ll be alive on this earth? We 
don’t know how long we’ll live or what the future holds. Now is 
the acceptable time. The very things we think are obstacles are 

the very means God is giving us to draw us to depend more 
deeply on Him.”



“Admit it, we’re battling against God’s 
Will and our own wills. Give me one 

example of a problem you have, and I’ll 
make a bet: you’re fighting God’s Will.”

-Mother Angelica



OPPORTUNITY



OPPORTUNITY



Overwhelmed
Pressured
Perplexed
Obsessed 
Restless
Tempted



The “Vocation Conversation”
Panel with married couples, nuns, and seminarians 



The “Voc o  C n sa ” Pan  

Rya  & Sar  
Can

Dar  & Ch i t  
Ni l

Sr. Gu d u  K ro   t  Da h s o  M y  Na r , 
al  w/ an r i t

Pet  
Sc i r Mar  

Fer

Pat k 
O’Con  



 Debrief/ Reflection
Individual, Small Group, Large Group


